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After years of anticipation and collaborative effort by community and government, a unique 
installation now proudly showcases Tumby Bay and district’s history on the town’s stunning 
foreshore. 
 
District Council of Tumby Bay Mayor Sam Telfer said while it was a complex project to deliver 
and took years to complete from the time of receiving a State Government grant in 2018, the 
final result was impressive. 
 
Standing 5 metres tall, the structure features four glass panels with etched-look illustrations 
showing many historical elements from transport to agriculture, mining to community. The 
panels are lit up from within at night, to stunning effect against the beautiful bay scenery.   
 
Mayor Telfer said it was exciting to officially open the Pioneer Tower on March 5 with Member 
for Flinders Peter Treloar.  
 
“This project has been in the planning for a number of years, since the previous Pioneer Clock 
Tower needed to come down due to degradation and safety issues,” Mayor Telfer said.  
 
“It was a project which had multiple funding sources, with around half coming from the State 
Government.  
 
“Congratulations must go to Ross Hudson for the original concept idea, as well as the other 
committee members who drove this project all the way to fruition – Don Baillie, David Brand, 
June Hedley, Allan McNamara, Trevor Smith, and Christine Charlton. 
 
“This is a unique installation which is able to commemorate our heritage and history for many 
years to come.” 
 
Committee member June Hedley said to see the tower finally officially opened was a great relief 
to all involved, after some aspects were unavoidably drawn out, and it was wonderful to see so 
many people enthralled by the sight of the tower by night.  
 
“People are going out for dinner and then walking across to just marvel at it, it’s just 
spectacular,” she said.  
 
The current structure replaces the Pioneer Memorial Clock, a 25 foot tower on a 5 foot high 
plinth, built in the late 70s to honour the pioneers of the district. It had been a vision of Councillor 
C.A. Darling who represented the Hutchinson Ward for 12 years, and was built 11 years after his 
death, when his daughter Ivy K. Freeman and her son Alan McNamara made funds available to 
the council. The clock tower was eventually dismantled in 2014 after considerable erosion and 
salt damage. 
 
Photo caption: District Council of Tumby Bay Mayor Sam Telfer, Don Baillie, Christine Charlton, 
David Brand, June Hedley, Allan McNamara and Member for Flinders Peter Treloar at the 
opening on Friday, March 5, 2021. 


